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A MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRS COMMITTEE WAS HELD ON 05/05/09 at 6PM in LSU BOARD ROOM
MINUTES

PRESENT

Danny McNeice (VP Education),
Hannah Christian (Vice Chair), 

Louise Leigh (Info Sci), 

Scott Fitness (Comp Sci)
Stuart Brookes (Maths)

John Kearns (D & T)
Daniel Harris (Chem)


Gareth Sandford (SESS)

Andrew Morgan (Soc Sci)

Fiona Levey (SS &H Faculty)
Mike Colyer (Business)

Rhys Morgan (Geo)

Andy Ingham (LUSAD)


James Carroll (Economics) (late)
Tony Hamshaw (Aero vice chair)
Maurice Fitzgerald

1. APOLOGIES
Oli Hiscoe (Sciences Faculty rep),
Chris Peel (DCDO)
Michael Dobson (Hum Sci)

Scott Vickers (Aero)




James Canavan (Eng & Drama)
Anthony Davenport (Physics)
WITHOUT APOLOGIES

Matt Smith (Civil)



Ed Bowden-Peters (Elec eng)


Holly McGill (PIRES)



Sarwar Khan (Wolfson)



2. DISCUSSION ON ‘ENHANCING STUDENT ENGAGEMENT’ PROJECT WITH MAURICE FITZGERALD
Project focusing on:

a) Student induction (to be reported on in 2 weeks)

b) Attendance/performance (to be reported on in Sept)
Aim to continue good results etc and enhance for the future

Student engagement?

Top down from academics or bottom up from students?
More important for the university to listen to students? Through SSLC’s etc

Engagement = passion

Student induction?

Induction should start from 6th form? Needs to be an on-going source of information, starting before university.

Purpose of student induction in academic terms?
Eng+Drama: Induction is treated as a module in the first semester.

Would this work in other departments as very specialized department?

What will it replace in terms of other modules/credits etc?

Mainly focused on library facilities – could this info be available elsewhere?

Would all students attend library modules if not as relevant to each department?

Comp Sci: One lecture in a module is used to cover this material

Need to tailor to each department/student needs
One week intensive project in first week?

Work in groups, get to know peers

Sign a charter? Purpose: Both students and lecturers agree to what is expected from them. Already done in Geo, but general consensus that this is not needed

Should induction be limited to Friday of Week 0 Semester 1 Year 1?

Cannot be packed into one day, needs to be continuous
Learning how to be student… want to hear from other students, not just head of department on first day

2nd or 3rd year buddies? Buddies get rewards

One to one system and continuous help throughout year
What do you remember about your own induction?

Not much! Fell asleep on first day induction because of timing with Freshers week.

What role does the Personal Tutor system have?

Mixed experiences in different departments/depends on tutor

Problems when tutors are on sabbatical leave

Need guidelines or specialize/tailor to degree

Do students bother getting in touch? Read emails etc?

Should personal tutors be given development courses?

Need to help students manage the transition from school to university
Role of library in this context?

Some departments give tours
Courses within the library are advertised by email (but no Chair has been)

Info overload when it comes to advertisement of these courses – just delete emails

Students not sure how beneficial these are?

Should more info be streamed online or available on powerpoint slides?

Study skills should be made clearer on University website

Students are told about library on induction first day (so don’t take it in or think it is relevant). Needs to come later on when coursework starts.
Attendance

Depends on department – different methods of teaching
Info Sci: podcasts as well as lectures

Need more audio and visual cues

Students should be able to chose how they want to learn – so do attendance figures matter?

University needs to adapt to students needs

Tracking of attendance – is this legitimate?

Linked to timetabling issues, e.g. 9am lectures and Friday afternoons

Also depends on size of lecture – more obvious in smaller lecture groups

LEARN – is this a useful resource? Depends on what lecturers chose to put on

Should there be a set standard?

Should notes be put up before or after lectures?

Progress on project
Maurice will give info to Danny

Get in touch with Maurice with any info

Needs to be ongoing with lots of student input

3. EXAM TIMETABLE CAMPAIGN

See info to be sent out by Danny
4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Football tournament – need teams from departments
Alton Towers progress
5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 12th May
