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A MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRS COMMITTEE WAS HELD ON 28/04/09 at 6.30PM in LSU BOARD ROOM
MINUTES

PRESENT

Danny McNeice (VP Education),
Hannah Christian (Vice Chair), 

Louise Leigh (Info Sci), 

Scott Fitness (Comp Sci)
James Canavan (Eng & Drama)
Stuart Brookes (Maths)

Daniel Harris (Chem)


Gareth Sandford (SESS)

Andrew Morgan (Soc Sci)

Scott Vickers (Aero)

Helen Ranshaw (Hum Sci treasurer)
1. APOLOGIES
Oli Hiscoe (Sciences Faculty rep),
Rhys Morgan (Geo)
Michael Dobson (Hum Sci)

Mike Colyer (Business)
Fiona Levey (SS &H Faculty)

James Carroll (Economics)
WITHOUT APOLOGIES

Anthony Davenport (Physics)

Matt Smith (Civil)


Ed Bowden-Peters (Elec eng)

Holly McGill (PIRES)
Sarwar Khan (Wolfson)

Chris Peel (DCDO)

John Kearns (D & T)

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (24/03/09)
No issues
3. ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING
· How to get info in LEARN (John not present)
· Who will be attending Alumni weekend? (Danny)

Dept committees will not be involved

· Make changes to logo slides (Danny)

Slides ok but not compatible on macs

Comments on logo policy for stash etc:

SU and department logo are fine. University logo is also fine if SU logo is there too.

University coat of arms cannot be used, but purple crest can be used with permission

Danny: Same stash for all department committees? 

General consensus: No

· Stash (Tuesday not present)

Andy Morgan look into designs??
4. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Alton Towers
Interdepartmental social

Sunday 13th June

Andy Morgan and Holly looking into prices etc
ACTION: Need a team to help organise event

Most organisation will be done by SU, but department committees could advertise (mainly finalists as their exams will be finished)

· Lecturer Strike

Lecturers want a pay rise of 8%. This could happen during exam period and may affect marking exam papers? SU know little at the moment, but only that there is a possibility of a strike. Will there be any back ups? How will this affect students?

· NSS

Ends this week

Currently have 70+%

But not all courses have 50% (which is needed for results to be published)

So need one last push to get everyone to complete it

· Saturday exams (see news article on lufbra.net)
Possibility of having Saturday exams for every department this summer

(Only Business School did this last year)

This is to make sure students only have one exam each day
Major issue: people having jobs at the weekend and unable to get time off work, so people need to know well in advance to speak to their employers (see comments on when the exam timetable will be announced below). 
Concern if this means that people could have 6 exams in a row (1 each day Mon-Sat)

Saturday exams could work if a break is allowed and long rows of exams are avoided?
Comments on when the exam timetable will be announced:

Departments sending out dates when timetables will be announced – correct dates?

Timetables need to be given in advance – week 6? After module changes have been made. Why does the process take so long?
Need timetables earlier to help with revision and plan schedules
ACTION: Danny to email about exam timetables
· Football tournament
Sunday 17th May (provisional date)

One rubbercrum pitch for 2½ - 3 hours?

ACTION: Create 5-a-side football action group

All teams need to register before

Need referees!!
5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Department updates:

Computer Sci – 
Planning Freshers team building, Stash and socials

Business School –
Ball ticket sales, contacting new students for next year, stash

Hum Sci – 

Staff/student BBQ (must be risk assessed!!!!)

Get media rep? 
ACTION: Danny to look in to job roles of SIO’s (does this cover media etc?)

Maths – 
Stash designs, got full committee, aim to get committee working together, problems with SSLC

Drama/Eng -
Full committee, fresher packs and t shirts, social, planning for freshers, getting fresher helpers etc
Chemistry - 
BBQ (needs to be risk assessed), cricket tournament, sponsorship deal, possible get to more committee positions

Sport Sci - 
Ball ticket payments, stash (hoodies + t shirts and 1st 2nd year designs), sports fixtures (link with any other department??? – get in touch with Gareth), Freshers packs, emails from perspective students, sponsorship

Aero -
Finalize stash, got full committee. Look into possible problems from lecturer strike. Aim to make effort at football tournament!!! Possible team training?!?! 

Info Sci - 
Stash designs, spoken to Head of Dept about fresher packs, finalist party with staff. Aim to have more socials
· Thanks to Andy who took lovely photos of us all for the website!
· Look into elections for committees – when are they being held? Need to speak to Tuesday
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 5th May
