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A meeting of the Department Chairs Committee was held on

Wednesday 11th March 2009, at 5:30PM in the Board Room, LSU.

11th March 2009





        FJL

MINUTES

PRESENT

James Carroll (Economics), Scott Vickers (Aero Auto), Gareth Sandford (SSES), Stuart Brookes (Maths), Michael Dobson (Buisness), Andy Morgan (Social Sciences), James Cananvan (English & Drama), Fiona Levey (SSH Faculty Rep and Acting Secretary), Aaron Porter (VP NUS), Danny McNeice (VP Education and Acting Chair)
ABSENT

With Apologies
 Hannah Christian (Secretary), Oli Hiscoe (Sciences Faculty Rep)
Without Apologies
Andy Ingham (LUSAD), Anthony Davenport (Physics), Chris Peel (DCO), Daniel Harris (Chemistry), Edwin Bowden-Peters (Elec Eng & Engineering Faculty Rep), Holly McGill (PIRES), John Kearns (Design Tech), Louise Leigh (Info Sci), Matt Smith (Civil), Rhys Morgan (Geography), Sawar Khan (Wolfson), Scott Fitness (Computer Science), Nick Holland (Postgraduate Development Officer)
1. Minutes of the last meeting
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2. Action from last meeting

None

3. Items for Discussion

5 A side football

Organisation of 

James Canavan, Rambo and Gareth to help Tuesday, Hannah and Danny to organise the 5 a side football competition, more details to follow.

NSS

National Student Survey – filled in annually by all finalists, usually response rate of 85%. Worryingly low response rate at the minute. Please plug to the finalists more so that the response rate can be increased and therefore the problems can be brought forward to the departments that the finalists have. Biggest improvement will win a prize from Danny.

Email round to the departments to increase response rate.

SSLC Changes

Paper through senate has just been passed. Designed to align with Student Voice. Have to send through minutes to Student Voice. Now compulsorily for reps to attend training provided by Union. SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT. Also all chairs are now members of their SSLC/SSCC.

Academic Congress

Committee now in place, need to review the liasing between congress and department chairs committee. 2 diveristy reps, 1 project officer, 1 postgrad rep, 3 programme reps, 3 faculty reps (Oli, Fiona and Ed automatic), 3 department chairs. 

3 department chairs position. 4 running:

Stuart Brookes (Maths)

Scott Vickers (A&A)

James Carroll (Eco)

Andy Morgan (SS)

What is the biggest issue at the minute academically?

JC: Contact hours

AM: Contact hours
SB: Contact hours

SV: The departments doing what they should and making sure that the students know they have issues.

Can the ‘big’ issues actually be dealt with or are we fighting a losing battle?

Should the union be affiliated to NUS and why?

AM: We have more power working through the NUS but have to follow their opinions.

SB: Large union behind us to back things we say if we support them. This support can however get in the way of our plans.

SV: Good on the whole. Larger demands sometimes but NUS can hold our union accountable for the care of the students.

JC: Benefits are back up of large organisation, other unis, predominately people see it as a discount card. 

Scott, James and Andy are elected. 

NSS Video

Too much hassle. Making videos to tell programme reps what it is. Voice magazine is being created through E-Book, and therefore videos can be put into it and no printing costs therefore.

Committee Handover

Please let your departments know that you have handed over and are the new department chairs. Email your department if you have not done already saying you are chair and any emails can be sent to you. Handover dates to be arranged properly and also your faculty reps are there to help you if you want a better handover. Handover’s pack to be created by Faculty Reps for next year covering the role of chair and information about SSLCs, website, responsibilities, committee meetings etc.

Coming on in November and then shadowing until definite handover in January/February?

TUESDAY 6PM is the new date for the DCC meeting.

AOB

Website forms: completed by 50% of chairs so Danny to chase CP for forms

Danny to email out forms about Academic Congress and Voice Policy groups. 

Date of next meeting – TBC
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A MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRS COMMITTEE WAS HELD ON 05/02/09 at 7.30PM in LSU MEETING ROOM





MINUTES

PRESENT

Chris Peel (DCDO), 			Danny McNeice (VP Education),

Hannah Christian (Vice Chair), 	Louise Leigh (Info Sci), 

Rhys Morgan (Geography), 		Andy Ingham (LUSAD),

James Canavan (Eng & Drama)	Stuart Brookes (Maths)

Katie McCormack (Social)		Edwin Bowden-Peters (Elec Eng) (late)

James Carroll (Economics) (late), 	



1. APOLOGIES

Mike Colyer (Business),		Oli Hiscoe (Sciences Faculty rep),

Fiona Levey (SSH Faculty rep), 	John Kearns (Design Tech),

Holly McGill (PIRES), 			Sawar Khan (Wolfson), 

Chris Harrison, 				Gareth Sandford (SESS), 

John Kearns (Design Tech), 		Matt Smith (civil)



WITHOUT APOLOGIES	

Anthony Davenport (Physics)		Daniel Harris (Chemistry)

Michael Dobson (human sci)		Scott Vickers (aero)

Scott Fitness (comp sci)



2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING (04/12/08)

ACTION: Danny to get attendance figures from lectures/tutorials



3. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION



· Attendance

· Need to improve on attendance levels at meetings!

· Vice Chairs or Student Involvement Officers go to meeting if Chair can’t make meeting

· Claims forms

· Get from union reception

· Claims must be relevant! With name of Chair or Treasurer on it

· Can get ledger codes emailed from Tuesday

· Filling department committees

· Voting online next week – need to fill all spaces

· ACTION: Tuesday to get voting online

· Send name, proposer, seconder and each of their A numbers to Tuesday

· Needs to be done asap so training can get started

· Data protection

· Forms for website - get from reception

· ACTION: Tuesday to find out if old Chairs have been taken off and look into training from marketing

· Education Day

· 10/02/09 - committees welcome to attend to chat

· Starts at 10am, but may be needed around lunchtime

· Your education

· www.lufbra.net/youreducation 

· Voice changes

· in progress at the moment



4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

· Sports events between departments – suggested by SESS with help from their sports secs

· One off events have proved to be difficult to organize in the past



· Football tournament between departments like last year? 

· ACTION: Tuesday and Danny to look into organizing football tournament for this year



· Handover social – 2 weeks time? Hannah to look into this with help from Tuesday, any suggestions welcome!



· ACTION: Stash (light blue and silver?) – Tuesday to look into





5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Thursday 12th Feb
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