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A MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRS COMMITTEE WAS HELD ON 02/06/09 at 6.30PM in LSU BOARD ROOM
MINUTES

PRESENT

Danny McNeice (VP Education),
Hannah Christian (Vice Chair), 
Chris Peel (DCDO)


Stuart Brookes (Maths)
Daniel Harris (Chem)


James Carroll (Economics)

Gareth Sandford (SSES)

James Canavan (Eng & Drama)
Matt Smith (Civil)


Scott Vickers (Aero)


1. APOLOGIES
Michael Dobson (Hum Sci)

Andy Ingham (LUSAD)



Fiona Levey (SS &H Faculty)

Louise Leigh (Info Sci)
Mike Colyer (Business)

WITHOUT APOLOGIES





Holly McGill (PIRES)



Sarwar Khan (Wolfson)

Anthony Davenport (Physics)

Scott Fitness (Comp Sci)
Ed Bowden-Peters (Elec eng)

John Kearns (D & T)

Rhys Morgan (Geo)


Andrew Morgan (Soc Sci)
Oli Hiscoe (Sciences Faculty rep),
2. ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING

· All Chairs speak to Heads of Departments about exam timetable problems this year.
To clear up some confusion – this is to get feedback and get their opinion on why the exam timetables were produced late this year. Will they support a paper which is sent to senate?
3. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
· Guest Speaker

Maurice Fitzgerald – Student Engagement Project
Student engagement:

Use of Learn – all Chairs to be signed up to this as a central resource. With discussion board to feedback ideas to programme quality teams

Student induction:

Learning agreement (discussed at a previous meeting) is not going ahead.

Need to tailor to each department, but a provisional checklist has been made.

· Reintroduction period for each year?

Some departments currently have induction periods in year 2, mainly explaining what is expected throughout the year – looking into the possibility of this happening in each department and possibly tailored to each course for a discussion style, rather than lecture.

· Induction leaflet

Maurice has made a provisional leaflet made with the hope to send it out in August to all first years. This will be helpful to parents as well as students, coving topics such as impaired performance which do not necessarily then have to be discussed at the induction lecture at the start of term.

· Other leaflets

Topics covering plagiarism and feedback for example. Aiming to anticipate and answer questions before the events occur and the information is needed.

Student attendance and performance:

Maurice is currently looking into 6 departments (2 from each faculty). These are Aero/Auto, Electrical Engineering, Materials, Maths, Geography and Social Science.

· Are there current problems with attendance? Is it simply based on perceptions from lecturers or facts?

· Do students need to be at each lecture or is technology now the answer?

· Swiping into lectures – are there alternatives?

· Is there a correlation between attendance and performance?

· What are the benefits in attending lectures? – should more material be made available?

· Stash
Designs have been sent. Hope to have online ordering through e shop – so names and departments can be added.
· Vice Chair
1. Open up the position to the University? – present to Dept Chairs Committee and take a vote. Advertise next academic year?

2. Ask all department committees members from each department? Will there be someone suitable? ACTION: Tuesday to send email to department committees
3. Run as another position in elections before Christmas?
4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Money for fresher packs – ask departments, usually happy to help with sending info packs to freshers
· Elections – need to be more visible online
5. DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday 9th June
