[image: image1.wmf]



A MEETING OF THE DEPARTMENT CHAIRS 2009-2010 WILL BE HELD ON THE Thursday 19th November 2009 AT 19:00 IN THE BOARD ROOM OF LOUGHBOROUGH STUDENTS’ UNION

AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence: 
· Scott Vickers

· Andy Humphries

· Mike Colyer

· Sarwar Khan

· Jemima Barnes

2. Failure to attend with no apology:

· James Hillman
3. Actions from last meeting

· Chris needs to have a meeting with Francis about Green Impact – not to be part of Dept Committee but to liase with. 

· Organise meeting with DT, Ergonomics and SSEHS over merger of DT and Ergonomics.

· Heidi to organize Tri Sport Cup… 

· Chris to talk to Morris about Online Testing Feedback

· Chris feed back to Programme Reps information about Computer Labs

· Faculty Reps to talk to learning resource people (?) eg Rambo talk to Paul Byrne about Rate my lecturer idea.

· Chris to fill Union councilor positions

· Dept Chairs to remind people running for committee about results night plus Thursday’s meeting for successful dept chairs. Also mention there will be a social after next Thursday’s meeting. 

· Chris to send email about co-oping positions on dept committee from 18th.

4. Minutes of the last meeting (12/11/09)

· Feedback on Postgrads – no departments have Post Grads lecturing, most depts are happy with the post grads that take seminars and labs and tutorials however, Materlals think their postgrads have a language barrier and lack of communication and presentation skills, similarly with Chem Engineering and Economics. The Physics post grads have problems with programming. 
· Green Impact – Francis’ email is – ene@lufbra.net I have attached the powerpoint slides which will give you all the information that you need to understand the benefits and time commitments for your department.
· Science Feedback – 

· Chemistry 

i. Sponsorship = £600 from Royal Society of Chemistry and £750 from Nuclear Graduates!
ii. Sport – scrapped indoor footie for dodgeball
iii. Socials – pub quiz in EHB only cost $50 to hire out sofa area, Dr Kelly Appreciation Society with Chilli Vodka, Chem Ball, Wed 2nd Dec @ 6pm in CC012 = Dr Graham Jones for ‘Sat night Science’ free entry plus Cogs after.
iv. Stash – Sold £3580 worth of stash!
· Physics

i. Sponsortship = in the process of organizing
ii. Sport – organized footie teams
iii. Better FB group with 100+members
iv. Organised book shop for people to donate books to sell on to make money for dept
v. Cosmology society founded within dept
vi. Suggestion box in labs
vii. Stash – comp for best design
viii. Been reorganizing part of the course
· Maths

i. Sponsorship = in talks with IMA and Ernst & Young
ii. Stash = in ideas phase
iii. Socials = organizing a BBQ
· Ergonomics

i. Need to improve on feedback
ii. No1 in country but have nothing to compare to ;)
iii. Merger with DT
iv. New course and new building in 2011
v. Social = mince pies with lecturers
· Info Science

i. Stash for the first time!
ii. Sport – 5 a side footie
iii. Socials – waiting on feedback from programme reps
iv. Sponsorship – being looked in to?
· Materials

i. Have sports and socials organized
ii. Sponsorship = £100 from dept plus £25 book voucer for design comp.
· Online Testing – main issue over feedback after test, learnt that lecturers don’t like giving feedback straight after because they are worried that this information will be shared with class mates. However learnt from materials that you can be told which questions you got wrong without going in to any more detail. Ideal solution would be an email after the test confirming that you have sat it plus the percentage you achieved. 
· NPower –  http://www.bright-futures.org.uk/npower-energy-challenge = more information,  https://www.npower.com/at_home/tactical/brightergraduates/default.aspx = where you apply. 
· Computer Labs – thought there was a confusion over which were 24 hour but discovered that the IT services website says which are open and which are not. 
· Rate My Lecturer – Jan believes that it would make lecturers nervous and therefore the topic should be dealt with the upmost sensitivity. 
· Results night next week – 6pm in fusion.
· Faculty Board Meeting – Dan = e-learning  - debated whether recording lectures was a good idea, however conclusion is that it is going to happen so any problems need to be turned into solutions rather than to be used to abandon the idea. Rambo = Maurice Fitzgerald retiring to helping with the teaching resource centre with improving lecturer communication. 
5. Items for discussion next week

· Check minutes from last meeting
· Introductions to new chair
· Social at noodle bar then rain
· Careers Rep – Jenny Jones
· Sports Tri-Cup!
6. Any Other Business
7. Date of next meeting: Thursday 19th November @ 7pm






