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Executive Report
Chris Peel a.k.a. Tuesday – Vice President (Education) – 12.11.09
IMPORTANT AREAS OF WORK
1. Met with Carrie Haywood (College Student Activities Officer)
· CH is very pro-active and has been heavily involved with LSU for the last 5 years
· We discussed ways in which the college exec and LSU profile could be raised, the action of setting up meetings with the section heads came from this
· CH acts as a perfect liaison between LSU Exec and LC Exec, this is a relationship that I can see becoming a strong one in future months
2. NUS HE Zone Conference
· Attended this with Rob Hulme in Manchester
· Networked quite a bit and stood for HE Committee, to which I was unsuccessful - however I did correctly predict the electives. Attended a talk given by the Rt. Hon. David Willetts MP. An interesting quote came out of this, “Universities have not earned tuition fees” http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/education/student/article6895978.ece
· We also discussed best practice especially in relation to feedback
· Managed to set up a future sabb swap between myself and Wes Streeting (national president) this will be great for profile raising of myself and Loughborough on a national level and of the NUS and WS at Loughborough
3. Meeting with Emily Brown (Geography)

· The last Geography chair was a close friend of DMc who has now graduated leaving a void extending over the entire Geography Committee
· EB was very proactive in coming to speak to me and resolving this issue
· We now have a full Geography Committee standing in election which I have every confidence will be successful
4. Meeting with Luke Graystone (Computer Science)

· Scott Fitness, the current Comp Sci Chair is on placement, LG is his vice and hence interim chair
· Discussed marketing the Dept Comm Elections and minor issues effecting comp sci.
5. Department Committee Elections

· We have over 180 people standing for election in 120 of the 150 available positions across the 21 departments
· Results are announced on Wednesday in Fusion at 18:00, it would be nice to have an exec presence, especially because many of the candidates are Union Councillors
· Voting opens 12th November at 09:00 – please push this if you can
6. College Management Meeting

· Met with Jim Mutton, Sue Foreman and Alan Tsang from the college. Section heads were present with Paul Barlow, Sally Deller, Andy Parsons and myself
· The data sharing agreement between the college and LSU was heavily discussed, we would not take the data of under 16 year olds of which there is 300-400
· It was decided that Joe Knight and Carrie Haywood would attend the next governors meeting and papers would be made available via SD. A new student governor must be elected to replace CH however CH would be eligible to run
· The introduction of a College President as a development officer of the LSU exec was discussed. This went down very well with the college. This was off the back of the College Review Report’s recommendation and has also been discussed with the Trustees. I’m not sure what the next step is but would assume it would be brought up at mid-term review
7. Student Discipline Committee

· I sit on the three person panel for Student Disciplines. The committee is the governing body for the panel with over twenty members including seven exec members. However due to very forgivable circumstances out of our control, only Rob Hulme, Harry Chambers and myself attended from LSU
· Successfully put the point across against enlarging the panel. This could be intimidating to potentially innocent students
· Inputted into Ann Mumford’s pro-active ideas regarding potential discipline process improvements
8. Learning & Teaching Committee
· First ever meeting where Student representation was increased from VP: Ed + PDO to include the three faculty reps. This led to “a whole new dynamic” to this four hour meeting where students got to input heavily at the top level. I’m keeping my eyes on this one to ensure we keep the student representation
· It was flagged up that we are beginning to look at changing the distribution of vacations; this could potentially reduce the let period of halls (if vacations got reduced to three weeks for Christmas and Easter). Imago may not be happy with this loss of income resulting in a potential contentious issue for us. The other alternative is for one of the exam weeks in semester 1 to be moved to semester 2
· Central timetabling will be introduced over the next couple of years. This would result in timetables being out at the end of August and has no boding on exam scheduling
· NSS name and shame list is as follows. Electronics & electrical engineering, psychology, sociology, drama, maths, media studies
· The increase in resit fee and resit regulations has apparently made no difference to resits on the whole
9. Chemistry disaffiliation meeting

· Meeting chaired by Prof. Peter Warrick and attended by Chemistry Department Committee/ChemSoc and myself
· Some PG students didn’t see the need to be affiliated to LSU and wanted the CDC to disaffiliated and be solely affiliated to the RSC
· After much debate and structured arguments, the vote was cast. It was counted as 8-4 in LSU affiliations favour. A good result hopefully setting this disagreement to rest permanently
10. College Voice meeting

· Met with Sue Foreman (college), Sally Deller and Emma Dresser
· Discussed what Voice can do for college students
· This is being taken forward but we should now be involved in disciplines and appeals. Once we are more aware of the issues we can take this forward and expand. The college value our involvement in this area
11. Meeting with Jan Tennant (Director of the Teaching Centre)

· Jan sits with me on both PQT and LTC and oversees (amongst other things) the programmes for training lecturers in language and communication skills
· I received a valuable overview on the programmes the Teaching Centre offers
· I broached the idea of a rate-my-lecturer scheme. Although this didn’t go down too well, it’s on the table now and I have a clear route of how to take it forward
12. Programme Rep Training

· Attended these with Darren Batey and occasionally a faculty rep however I missed the first one due to my meeting with Jan Tennant and Brian Parkinson went in my stead to the second one whilst I was at Parliament
· There are more of these this week and next, there’s an open invitation for exec to attend – many programme reps are on department committees, hall committees and union council. In other unions, programme reps are the student leaders and this is a representative goal that I believe we should be striving to
· The training has gone well but it has become very apparent that a big issue is lecturers communication and language skills
13. Meeting with Lou Appleton (College VP: Education)

· This was my regular meeting with my college buddy (have you been having your 1-2-1s??)
· The majority of the meeting was spent resolving issues from the college exec like stash, posters, finance etc.
14. NUS rally in Parliament

· Sat in committee room 11 for a few hours listening to MPs talk about why they would be voting against any increase in tuitions fees
· There was a majority of Labour back benchers, a few Lib-Dem front benchers and one conservative who didn’t speak
· The fact that no conservatives spoke is a very worrying one, especially with the likelihood of them being in power after the general election. We may have to do something about this as a priority campaign nearer to general election time
15. Various Activities

· Department Chairs Committee (minutes at request and will be available at next union council)
· Rewarding volunteers meeting
· Department Committee Finance discussion with Sally Deller
· Exec polls
· Distribution of plagiarism booklet
· Exec vs HSF 5-a-side soccer. I wasn’t very good. I blame my shoes
· Staff-student liaison committees: Physics, Economics and LUSAD (minutes at request)
· Learning & Teaching Committee pre-brief (with JB + Faculty reps)
· Spending about 3 hours a week in Voice
· Programme Rep training pre-brief
· Exec meeting
· LSUTV discussion
· Received a visit from Nottingham Exec
· Department Committee ratifications – very time consuming and tedious
· Hustings (Bill Mo and Elvyn)
· Voice Advocate Interviews – five candidates
· Access to Learning Fund – gave away about £6000
· Bobby Bakewell High Table
· Union Council 












TIME OFF IN LIEU
19th – 20th November
HOLIDAY
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