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Freefest 2010
The annual community event Freefest will take place on the 2nd and 3rd of May 2010. The University has accepted the Union’s event application for the use of their land and we will be working very closely together to ensure the event impacts the local community in a positive way and that the event will provide an invaluable opportunity to many local bands to portray their skills to the Loughborough community, and beyond.
The Union will be also be working closely with the CBC Environmental Health Officers to warrant the event safe and that noise levels do not encroach an unacceptable level for our neighbours. An External company, Vanguardia, will be providing specialist advice on noise control and aiding the Union to keep the sound levels within the legal requirement.
The event will start at 12 and finish at 7pm on Sunday 2nd May and again will start at 12 and finish at 5pm on Monday 3rd May. The Union has decided to make the concession of finishing at an earlier time on the Monday to show an understanding approach to our neighbours and that we wish that the event is supported by the whole community.

Resident’s Groups
KARG
The main issues being raised at the meetings is parking and noise – especially on Emmanual Way.
ACTION – With funding from the University, Street Marshals were implemented in this location for 3 weeks on busy Union nights i.e. Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
FEEDBACK – Venue Manager
· Nothing major to report.
· Largest incident was a group of students arguing with a taxi driver – street marshals managed to resolve the incident peacefully.
· Marshals encouraged students to ‘keep the noise down’
· Estimated that on average 20 to 30 groups of students passed through the area per night in varying group sizes.

Parking is an on going matter which is being addressed by the council and the Student’s Union is preparing to provide the student perspective on the matter so we can fully understand the situation before any actions can be implemented. Noise on the other hand, is being addressed at the moment. 
SARG
Anti-social behaviour has again been an issue however it has been highly recommended to use the complaints procedure at the Union and University so that the problem can be resolved as soon as it has happened or is happening. The complaints procedure has been welcomed by the resident’s group and it is something we are very proud of.

Loughborough Students Action
Project 5000
At the end of last term, Loughborough Students Action arranged a mass food collection for the homeless. Action representatives in each hall of residence collected non-perishable food items from hall students including tins, packets and jars. 12 halls took part in the collection, commonly known as “Project 5000” and collected over 1000 food items, all of which were donated to The Bridge on Leicester Road, Loughborough. In catered halls, where collecting food items is more difficult, hall reps collected money from their peers and then bought food products from local supermarkets.

A-Teams
We are still looking for ‘A-team’ projects, in which groups of students dedicate their afternoon to provide manpower for local causes. Projects are flexible and vary from gardening at local schools, to litter-picking problem areas, to painting fences at community centres. If you have an idea for a project please don’t hesitate to contact Community Action Chair, Hannah Beasley on 01509 635041 or actionchair@lufbra.net.

Litterpick
After the success of a mass litter pick in October involving over 100 students, Loughborough Students Action are organising another similar event in February. Suggestions of local areas which could benefit from the litter pick are welcome.
Loughborough Students Rag
Rag Bonfire
We had a fantastic display choreographed to music for the first time this year. The event drew around 5,000 people and made £20,000 for charities in and around Loughborough. We were very happy about this considering the current economic climate and we hope that this figure will go back up next year.

Santa Fun Run had a better turn out than ever.
Loughborough Students played a big part in this years’ Santa Fun Run with 80 students marshalling the event, a gospel choir, swing band and Fever providing entertainment for runners. It was great day and fun was had by all.

£50,000 for the Poppy Appeal
The total collected by Loughborough Students for the Poppy Appeal has broken the £50,000 mark. Much of this was down to 80 students travelling down to London and collecting £34,500 in a single day at Underground stations. This was a Loughborough record for most collected in one day for a single charity.  

Haiti Fundraising
Believing we live in a globalised world LSU Executive felt that they must play their part raising money for the Haiti Disaster. Through collecting at Loughborough Tesco’s and within the Union Building they led a team to collect £2,000. The money raised will be sent out through UNICEF and British Red Cross

The Times Higher Best Student Experience
Loughborough University has for the fourth year running topped the Times Higher Education's Student Experience Poll. The Best Student Experience Award was retired after Loughborough took three consecutive awards and was replaced by a 'Most Improved Award', won by Queen Mary, University of London, but Loughborough kept its place at the top of the Student Experience Poll.

Times Higher Education said;

Times Higher Education's Student Experience poll reveals that for the fourth year in succession, Loughborough University is top of the class, with its students voting their university experience among the best in the land when it comes to sports facilities, the students' union, the environment on campus and extracurricular activities.
It is an unbelievable achievement to have topped this poll yet again and it just goes to show how much pride the Students’ Union and the University has on being the definitive place to be for the ‘Best Student Experience’. It is unfortunate not to be able to win this award this year but it is always great to have recognition for the exceptional effort that so many parties put into upholding such a prestigious title. We will always look to the future for new and innovative opportunities to ensure that all students, prospective and present, have the best possible experience during their stay here at Loughborough.
It shows that our relationships between the Union, University and the local community all benefit students and ensure that all students have a safe and happy environment to work and live in.
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