PSA Committee
Meeting Minutes

07/12/09 7pm

Committee Attendees:    George, Wan, Amy, Paul.
Additional Attendees:    Brian, John Harper, Jemima.
Apologies From:   Han.


Topics Discussed

1. Chair
· Banner 
· One by two metres in size
· To be made from some type of durable material.
· To be possible done by the student union or printing services. Funds coming from Santander fund as kindly offered by John.
· Socials organised jointly with John Phillips Hall
· May be beneficial to have JP committee member on the PSA’s or the other way around.
· George to Email Mark, JP’s Chair about Christmas social
· May be beneficial to have joint PSA & JP organised socials in the future.
· Strategy is for events to be few but well organised so that their success can be built upon by the next committee.
· First Social to be in the new year with aim to increase postgraduate awareness of the association.
· Focus Group. 
· Set up a group to find what postgraduates want.
· Next meeting
· To be organised in the New Year.


2. Brain & Jemima
· Possible union of PSA and MSA
· Possibilities are three i) Merge, ii) collaborate iii) have a mature student position on PSA’s committee.
· Benefits are streamlining, may make sense due to difficulty of getting committee members. Disadvantages are possible conflict of interests.
· Jemima and Brain to make proposal to the next council meeting.
· Review of associations  
· Elect from February to February. Advantages of having a handover period and representation at Bazaar at being of the first term of the academic year.
· February elections for Chair and secretary.
· Leave other positions for beginning of first term.
· Possibility to do election at end of year. Possibility to allow last year undergraduate to run in elections. Possible barrier is the uncertainty of undergrads accepting their Loughborough masters/PhD offer over that of another university.
· Of post grad around 67% are international, only 300 are from UK and only 40% of those are from Loughborough as undergrads. Therefore there is only a small possibility that there be any undergrads wanting to run for a PSA committee positions for next year.
· Programme rep.
· Wound be a useful contact.
· PSA notices translated into Chinese
· Due to the high percentage of potential member being Chinese it makes sense
· Jemima has meeting with course reps in January
· NUS postgraduate conference
· PSA to fund Jemima to attend.


3. John Harper 
· Aim of Graduate School.
· Aims of Graduate school to raise role of Postgraduate events and issues.
· Recent wine tasting event
· John to donate one thousand pounds from the Santander’s Donation to the Graduate School.
· The Banner.
· Banner‘s cost to come out of the Santander fund.
· PG DVD.
· Welcome DVD to be sent to all Research post grads next year as was for the masters students.
· Funded by the Graduate School
· LSUTV.
· Get a video made to raise awareness.
· Postgraduate picnic.
· Was successful last year. Was organised by Postgraduate school.


4. Treasurer
· Translation of email and PSA notices.
· Offered be our translator if we decide to go ahead.


5. Ordinary Member


6. Secretary
· Suggested New committee position 
· Web page administrator.
· Aim to have a professional internet presence
	

7. Any Other Business
· NONE


Actions

	
	Assigned to:
	Deadline

	Banners
	all
	asap

	Increase contact with JP committee
	George
	On going

	Meeting with course Reps
	Jemima
	In janraury

	Focus group
	To be assigned
	tba

	Social for winter term
	all
	tba

	Possible union of PSA and MSA
	Brian
	On going

	Review of associations  
	Brian
	On going


	PG DVD
	To be assigned
	On going

	LSUTV
	To be assigned
	On going

	Postgraduate picnic.
	To be assigned
	On going


Next meetings:  TBA
