8 April 2009
LOUGHBOROUGH STUDENTS’ UNION WINS GOLD AT THIS YEAR’S SOUND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AWARDS
Loughborough Students’ Union claimed a prestigious environmental award at a glitzy students’ awards ceremony on Tuesday 7th April 2009. 

The Sound Environmental Impact Awards is an accreditation scheme to help Students’ Unions do their bit for the environment. Now in its third year, over a million students have seen environmental initiatives put in place in their Unions through the awards. This year, seventy-nine Students’ Unions took part from across the UK.
Loughborough Students’ Union are one of the top performing Students’ Unions in the country gaining a Gold Award in this year’s scheme. This is a massive achievement as only the top five highest scorers gain such an honour. To reach this standard had to meet twenty-two Bronze essential and eleven Silver essential criteria as well as gain an overall score of 400 points.
The five greenest Unions received prestigious hand-made sculptures made from recycled car window glass. Three more Unions’ received Awards for innovation, the most improved score and environmental information contained in their websites - supported by main sponsors The Co-operative and Office Depot and media partner Ecologist magazine.
Anna Heywood, Project Founder and Sound Impact judge, said: “The Unions have really stepped up a significant level this year and have surpassed themselves”. Anna added “It has been so exciting to see how Unions have been doing everything they can to green all aspects of their operations and universities in a race to the top, and every point they have gained has been good news for the environment”.  

At the Awards Night on 7th April in Liverpool, writer, comedian and broadcaster Hardeep Singh Kohli - best known for presenting The One Show on BBC1 – announced that there was just one point between the top three scoring Unions. 

-Ends-

Notes to editors:

1. The Sound Environmental Impact Awards were devised by Anna Heywood, a student who objected to the use of excessive packaging in her Students’ Union. In June 2008, Anna Heywood won The Observer Ethical Awards Grassroots Campaigner of the Year for her role in this project.
2. The purpose of the Sound Environmental Impact Awards is to encourage, nurture, reward and celebrate environmental best-practice in Students' Unions.
3. The Awards are an accreditation scheme for environmental best-practice. The scheme is based on a list of 192 criteria, with each comprising a different action that will help the Union to reduce its negative impact on the environment. There are twenty-two Bronze and eleven Silver essential criteria. To gain Sound Impact Bronze Standard Unions must meet all Bronze essentials. To gain the Silver Standard, Unions need to have met all the Bronze essentials plus all Silver essentials, and gained an overall score of 400 or more. The top five highest scorers receive a Gold Award.

4. Loughborough Students’ Union was named the overall winner of the Sound Environmental Impact Awards 2009 with a score of 646. 

5. The other four Gold Award winners are Leeds University Union (645 points); Newcastle University Union Society (645 points); Edinburgh University Students' Association (622 points); University of Central Lancashire Students' Union (609 points).
6. The winner of the Office Depot Green Innovation Award is Reading University Students' Union (overall winner), Union of UEA Students (highly commended); winner of Ecologist Communications Challenge Award is Loughborough Students' Union; and The Co-operative Most Improved Union Award goes to University of Plymouth Students' Union.
7. A total of 35 Unions achieved the Silver Standard and there were 20 Bronze Standard winners. A total of 19 Unions were classed as ‘working towards accreditation’.
8. The Sound Environmental Impact Awards are run by NUS Services, the commercial arm of the NUS. It is run in partnership with NUS, People & Planet, the Environmental Association of Universities and Colleges, Higher Education Environmental Performance Improvement and Ecologist magazine. The main sponsors are The Co-operative and Office Depot, also supported by The Wicked Coffee Company, The Feel Good Drinks Company, Epona Limited, Pentel (STA) Limited and The Ubuntu Trading Company. 
9. NUS Services is owned by the National Union of Students and over 200 Students’ Unions from around the UK.

10. The recycled glass awards were produced by Glass Artist, Adele Billinghay. 
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